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The fol-lowing remarks about transnational corporations in the

ll8Os need as an introd-uction some conments about how the author sees

the major phenomenon in world economics of our times: the New Inter-

nat ional  Economic Ord-er (M'gO).  f t  is  a gigant ic process of  the type

that generations to come perhaps wil l equate with such phenomena in

the world history as the decline and fall of the Roman ftnpire and

the decl ine and faf l  of  the l t iddle Ages. Saying this one also indicates

that there is a decline and fall- of something and the emergence and

r ise of  something else.  fn other words,  who are the uir iners,  who are

the losers of  th is NIEO process? ( the assumption here is that  loser

no. I  is  the West,  or  more precisely the Uni ted States and the Euro-

pean Community,  wi th some other Western Ehronean cormtr ies).  1t  is

this group that has had a controf monopoly over the world- economy

fnr  the ' l  :s t  5OO 1rac7c rnr: l  nart i  6 '11la.r ' lw fnr  the - l  ast ,  2Ot ve^'s-  af tefw/vL'9l lgI /* !w!vgl , j ! !J /

the Ind.ustrial Revolution - it is almost a tautology that any change

, , ; ' r r  1^^-.^ +^. ih- ' l1r  a loss for  th^+ ,^ ' ' -^ . ,h r .^-^ *2-r .+ierr- l  ar- lw- lvTtrO haswfl f  t tovv uu fruyf .y 4 Lvpr rvr  ur lau 6!vuy.  t rurs !a!  u lu414rfJ t  r \ f  u

to d.o wi th internat ionaf economic just ice,  just ice among countr ies,

+L^+ ;^
u114 U fD.

However,  the dismantl ing of the control  posi t ion in the West

creates a t;rye of worl-d. economic chaos that not all- cor.rntries will

be abfe to turn to their  advantage equal ly welf .  Tt is hardly Bots-

wana and lvtrafawi that wif I come out on top of this process. So the

second assumption is that the najor winner in the process, i -n geo-

- tpol i t ical /geoeconomic terms, wi l l  be the world South-East,  a tr iangle

bhe corners of which are China. Japan and Southeast Asia (certainly

not,Tana.n alone ps snmc neon' le once seemed to bel ' i  cwe)-  Tn th ' is

t r . i  a.npnle onc f inds not onlv the ecOnomiC resour6es needed -  hrr t  a. l_SO

the dr ive, the stamina, the ccnfucian-buddhist-1iberal-marxist  com-

binat ion that seems to be part i .cular ly effect ive for running a

, -^-r  r  ^^ ' - ;  +-r  i  ^+ Aeonom.'r_ : .nd r 'n addi t iOn tO that a.  sor: ia. l  ors"a.ni_WUIIU U4!f ,  UOf ID U gUVfMIu 
t  @lIU I I f  @uu! Uf v l t  UV ! I f@ u a rvvlar

z.a. l , ion -  hoth na.t j  ^ '^^ ' r r - -  ^- i  +-^- .snaf, ' iona. l ' l  w- vcrrr  urol l  sr i i tcd for4av!vlr ,  uvulr  r roulUl lof IJ @!LV U!Al lo l foufvrror lJ,  vsrJ WYIf  DurUsu rv

the same turoose.
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However, i f  there is th is d_isfocat ion at  the end of  the 2Oth

Century of  the center of  control ,  in point  of  gravi ty terms, not in

chonl , r*n #armc from the world" NorthweSt tO the wnr1 d Snrr thenst,,  r !v!r  uf f  yrsu v uv ut tg wvlru uv4 ui ig@D u,

what then is going to happen to the South, to the Third world,  and

to the social ist  countr ies? As to the l -at ter they wi l l  probably remain

spectators to the worfd econonic process. And. as to the forrner i t  is

cfear that at  the country 1evel NIEO spelfs something posit ive for

them: international economic distributive justice chan:rel_s more

resources their way. However, if a premium is put on trade in a national

eCOnOmV therr  t ,he annnnm.'  c ' l  cn l ' r r  anA I  aroo ha^1gtgg easief  tO COntfOf :tstbvr vvvL

ihe f low nf  .c"onds a.nd servir :es (not to ment ion bad.s and d. isservi""s)  r .*\  /  vLvvp) so

well as the opposite flow of money and other financial instnments

. ' - i ' r r  -^^^ +1,.-^ ' .*h inerea.sinslv narrOW ChannefS ea.si lw eonj . rn ' l  lpd hw thewalf  }JaDD ur i ruu6--  - - - , - -*---"o-d . f@!Ivw vi l@l[ lvf-  E@DrrJ vvl futuf , Igu u.y vr fu

ef i tes:  state banks, airports and mari t ime por ls,  and so on. Resources

wi l - l  increasingly be channel fed in that  d- i rect ion,  impover ishing the

peopfe at  large who wif l -  be d.epr ived" of  soi l -  and possibly also of

credi t  faci l i t ies,  technolory,  capi ta l  ,  g:ood.s,  spi l led manpower,etc.

Hence, the th i rd- assumption is that  the second- foser are the peopl-es

in the Third world. to the extent that the Third world country economy

is structured- in such a way that whatever surplus is produced d.r i f ts

upward.s and very l i t t le " t r ick les" down. And since this is the case in

the overwhelming najority of Third- worfd countries it is obvious who

the second- winner is:  the fourth assumption is that  th is is the el i te

l-evel in the fhird- worfd- countries, and that the New International

Economic Ord.er is essent ia l ly  a project  of  d- istr ibut ing control  over

the wor ld r :an' i  ta. l is t  eco.romic swstem so that thew a. lsn ha.we a.  ha.nd in

running it.

As a consequence of  th is the wor ld is l ikely to see major

shi f ts in economic and hence pol i t ical  and mi l i tary balances as

wel l -  as increasing class c leavages in the Thlrd r^ror ld-  countr ies,

, . r i - l -h *1. ,o rnn., lof :  nn a. t iemnted f tpnf  o* ho--  1.--  ^^hversion of  l f lEOvgvxl . t /

doffars into mi l i tary and pol ice controf  techniques, but ul t imately

restr- l  t i  nrn - i  n I  nrrmhor.  nf  nnnrr- l  sr  rorrnl  1-q nnqqi  h l  r r  u i  fh r  nnnqarrre l - i  r ro
v@v!vvt

rel ig j-ous, end-ogenous connotat ion ( ihe example of f ran is obvious).

And our quest ion then, is s imply: what wi l l  happen to the TNCs?
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Tn the f !6Os and also in the 1970s i t  was customary to

rnr] - ra- '  * l ra n\rr-c a.s the maior vehiCleS Of internat i  ona.- l  eani  la.  l i  Sm invq}/ !  vaf  !

t ranoral  qnd Waqtarn nqni  tn l  i  cm i -  n.r f  inrr lor  Tt  r . r ra nn- in l -od nrr
' r  l r f  y@! ul .Jur@r .  r  -  , ,*-  ,  - - ,*  - -*  ,* t  r

r i  r "ht , l r r -  ihe. t  dre to the controf  -  er .cre ' i  sed throrrgh +,hc hca.do,re.r l .ars.

over the whole economic cycl-e the TNC entered, o these bi-g corporat ions

served as l t ia jor  vehic les of  exploi tat ion,  channef l ing enormous prof i ts

a.nd nosi f iwc sn' i  n-of fs to the Center in the wor ld North-Wes1 (3p-+. i -1. '
urtg vgrr  urrs wv!fu 1\u!  u l t -vysD u \uEr vaLrrLJ

not the worfd North-Fest,  the state capitaf ist  part) ,  leaving the
Dati  nLor--  r . r ' i  * 'h a66p nrof  i  tS for  i  ic  aanlor c T nf  nf  nep:a. t  i  wc snin-Of f  Syr vr  r  wv{ a rru6a ur v e Dy

(denendcncv- nol  l r rJ: i  nn -  dcn' l  et ' i , - rn)  n.nd in edr l i  J- i  ^-  . . ' i  +h ^- '  
j  +^ 

-  f  Ot Of\uul /Er iusrrvJ t  IJvf  
f ,4vLerr ,  uel / r9 v lvtr , /  @f ru rr l  auuf uaul t  wr urt  qur ug o

nrndrrc*.q nnd soryiggg fOf whiCh there ma.w ha.we b^--  :^-^- . r  L^.-
I r luuuuuD arru osrVlCOS lol 'WIIJ-Cf}  , -  -een Oeman0 -  nOWeVeI

art i f ic ia l ly  induced- -  but  certainfy not much of  a need, ab least  not

fnr"  tha rr :qt  m: inr i t r r  nf  fho nannla,  Tho TNIC rreq nnrfrrrrod qq en ncl :nnrrqvguvl lg<Jvvyqu

smugl-y sucking wherever i t  could put dcwn i ts tentacl-es.

-L have no disagreement with this iuage except one: i t  fa i ls to

see that the TNCs are not quite as powerful- as they have been portrayed-

*n l ' ,a rFl- ' . 'c  l^  r rqo tho netnnrrs meta.nhore for .  a.  moment:  i f  those tenta-

cfes get stuck al l  e ight  p l -aces where they suck, and are prevented from

d..^ lz ind f1.a nn{6nus w-i  l l  sooneT or later d. ie or t ransform i tsel f  intot  vf fv

another animaf, national rather than transnational (tut it may then be

di f f icul t  to sustain the big body and the oversized head-) .  To say as

some do that the TNCs befong to a new strat 'm, t ru ly t ransnat ional  ,  is

true in the sense that they have been given considerabl-e flexibil i ty

in recent d-ecades (as a subst i tute for  coloniaf ism, among other th ings),

but it j-s untrue if this is to mean that the TNCs have a special l i fe

on some kind. of space platform. They have to suck somewhere, and. the

nroceads hewe to matef ia l ize Some11he1'e.  The gggnnmin arrnlac hnr^rg11g1

t ransnat ionafrbefong to this world -  otherwise they are of mater ial  use

to noone. Hence they can be control led in this worl-d-.

Another metaphore since this short  paper is essent ial ly an

exerci-se j -n the theory of power: i t  is told that the shah, to control

the populat ion of in Tehran had thir ty TV cameras set up at certain

squares and key places in the ci ty so that he could monitor popluar
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moods and movements from a consofe mounted. in his offi-ce. The

peopfe knew where the cameTas were and at one point managed' to burn

pictures of  the shah in f ront  of  2 l  of  thero.  Viewing this,  i t  is  to ld '

he^ :  donrcssinrr  imnnct nn the shah.r rau @ \ruP!vupf l r

Corclusion: the power of the TNCs in the 1950s and the

f i rst  part  of  the l l lOs was, l ike al l  power,  based on the powerfessness

of the non-TNCs. Given that there is more non-TNCs than TNCs in the world-

the TNCs are in pr inciple the powerfess ones - i t  is al l  a quest ion of

how the present non-TNCs d-ecide to make use of their  power. The fol lo-

wing are two scenarios: regional i  at ion and global izat ion.

(1) The regional izat ion scenario

This scenario would focus on the glaring asymmetry in

the economic cycles as set up by the TNCs and, in the spir i t  of  the

NIEO, demand. a red. istr ibut ion. I t  would not quest ion'  also in the

spir i t  of  the NfEO, the capital ist  nature of these enterpr ises; only

-hha r^rnrr thew distr ibute costs and benef i ts,  t ' internal i t iestt  and ex-

ternalities arould. the wor1d.

Tmagine the fol lowing let ter  sent to an important Ti{C'

producing good./service X, s igned. by the ministers of  tLnance/foreign

affairs of  the countr ies in a Third wcr ld region:

Dear lvlr. President 
'

For the last decades you have been serving our countr ies
and their peoples in their d-emand for X with your unique capacity to

produce and market X. We are truly grateful to you for this contribution

to rnaking our countries parts of the world economy, to their moderni--

-^+i  ^-  l^  ^ ' .*Ld, vLwiLr uu vq! sCOflOf laC gf  OWtn '

However, not the l-east due to the exceffent work done by

your corporation, we are now in a slightly d.ifferent situation from

where we wer 'e some alecades ago. As a matter of  fact '  we might now, in

or._rr adrn-itted-ly not so efficient manner, be more oI less able to i l lanage

hnth fho nrodrre.tion and distribution of X on our own, particularly as
urru PA

we have understood something about the ad-vantages of transnational as

opposed- to nat iorral  corporat ions. of  course'  we would be foathe to lose

the excelfent working relation we have had with you for afl these years"

On the other hand., you certainly are aware that there are some forces

pressing for a complete restructur ing of the ent ire relat ionship: 
" t* .

we have, much against our wifl of course, had. to give some consrderataon

to their d.emands.
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More concretely,  whi le being great ly impressed. wi th the
efforts in var i -ous c i rc les to estabf ish a "code of  cond-uct"  for  TNCs
these ef for ts may be somewhat s low and when they mater ia l ize perhaps
prove to be too l i t t le,  too late.  l lence we wond.er whether you would
consid"er right away the following proposals as a framework within
which our cooperat ion could cont inue:

-  eo'ra, l  t rea.  l ,ment wi th nat igna,]  cnrnnr:  t  i  nnqvvr i rv!a

-  nat ional  staf f ing f rom bottom to fop,  except for

-  a regional  head.quarter wi th at  l -east  )@" regj lnal  staf f ing

-  r ,arr inn.el  nnaret ' inn ' in a. . r  - ' l  .n^ /  \
Lr olr _Lr.r rrulj _Laltguage t s /

-  raoinnr l  daniei^n-mrkino ao +o Ut i f iZaLiOn Of pfOf i tS,*""-" ' " ' l

with at feast )V/.  to be spent in the region
-  r :omn-lpto qhrr inq nf  ton'nnnlnqr

-  etc.

Und.er these cond.it ions we would have nothing against
seeinrn the r :nrnnrat ion in our rer" ion a.s a.  nart .  of  ' -he. t  imnressirreL.pay@fwvfvlravrt l l f t

erc:  t i  r ra pntornr i  sp rrnrr  -  S' i  r .  d i  rcei  -  and -  in ocr- t . r  j  
- l ,  -^^,1 ' '^-k i  n.c"vIUauf ve sr lvs!yr !Ds JU*t  uI ! t  ualsvut ar lut  UV EDU@VlfDtt  6UUU WUI--_-_o

re lat ions wi th t l  e global  head-quarters as wel l -  as (and of ten d- i rect ly)
wi th other regions, part icular ly those in the ThirC worl_d..  We are sure
rrorr  w' i  I  ' l  he k i  nd enough tn e" ' i  ve lhoso l^rrmhl A nr^nosr. l  s rrnrrr  r :onside-
ra. t ion- a.nd wc sh: ' l  I  eweit  r rnr l r ' resnnnse within a dclerr  nf  sarr-  s ixusra.y vt  

'aJ t

months. We are afso sure you wi l l  share with us the feef ing that i f
wi thin one rrca.r '  we have not artcived af. a.n A..o"rcFmant :nrf rrnrrr nnola,f igpgu e4r ebrvv

in our regi-on wifl have to discontinue it would be a great loss to all
nf rrq oirran sl l  lho nqqf -  -  -youl  servlces rn

Yours etc.

The point ,  of  course, is that  today goverrunents in nany

nrr i -c nf  lha rFhi  
- , r  "^-1 ^ 

:1:  t r  ^1r n^^narr  io nn o fpc" i  Ona. l  l fa.Si  S -  a1'ev@! uD ur uf fg t lLfru wvr lu.  
- t  

t

' in  r  nn' . rar  nnci+iOn tO dO what at .  earf ier  sta.rnes WOUfd. haVe brOushtl rav u u!uu6rr  u

mil i tary intervent ion or at feast severe economic sanct ions. And the

nther nninf . ' is  how ihe s i ren.c"J, l^  of  the TNCs in a ner iod of  h i .c"hl
- - -  

oI  t , I te r  L\LS l_I1 a r_* _-,o-,_Y

asymmetr ic d. istr ibu. t ion of  power wi th the phenomenal f lexibi l i ty  and

rapidity of transfer of everything from raw rnaterial-s to processed"

good-s,  f rom l iquid to f ixed capi ta l ,  f rom unski l led to the most

ski l led professionaf labor,  f rom ski l fs to highly abstract  research,

frorn d,eficits to surplus so that they show up at the optimal point

f rom taxat ion and other points of  v iew, also is their  weakness r^rhen

the tables are turned..  The more easi ly al l  these factors f low, the

mora ea.si lw ca,n f ,hew be ma.de to f low:ura.rr  f rnm t^dc. ' lc  Oon*or l -n1.1g1' f lg
vvrfvw@wqJJ|Jvvl lgv!

toda.w t  s Der i  nherw -  mean' i  ng tomorrow t  s Center.  Jrr  st  one erra.mnl c .
vr\*Jrr}Jrv

j ,he fnn nrnfeq<i  ^-^1^ r^- .  ^  i - j  - i  c t ratnrq nani  *21 h: .ndl  eT'S -  rpsea1. Cy;-urrs uwjJ Pr9rEDDf ut@f Dl  uv. l /  4uuJt l f  D vLavuLD, vapLval  r raf furs!r ,  !eD

ers are also mobife as work, even l i fe in a TNC has mad.e them, to

a large extent transnational. They will be where the center of the TNC
' i  o ?a,m?rl l  

^aa ^f  
r"rha f .  i  q nr i  n ' l -aei  nn * .hai  r  naccnnrf  hanoa iharr  rrs,  regaluress o,  - , , - . ,  may

move with the new grad-ients and become parts of the deal ind-icated-
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in the f ic t i t ious fet ter  above. Al l  that  is  need.ed is actual ly

n^^no?ef inn cmnlg the Third wor ld-  countr ies in a.  rer" inn.  nprhrns,vv*raurrqD ! !J a Ls6rwrr,  _vsrt tdp>

in some cases imitating aspects of what the E\-rropean cornmunity has

aone (but could do inuch better) ,  and. capacity to control  those among

their  own bourgeoisie who would fear the process, and to play up to

those in the bourgeois ie who woufd fove this process because i t  might

spe1l much more power a pr iv i l i lege for them.

/^\(2) The global- izat ion scenario

This scenario i-s entirely different and not on the NIEO agend.a.

Unl-ike the NTtrO it is not a question of international econoni-c justice

by redistr ibut ing economic assets -  eg. prod"uct ive capacit i -es, al though

that may be a part  of  i t .  Also, unl ike the NrEo i t  is not a quest ion

Of Snfea.dine" ca.ni  t : l  i  c l  crnqi  afrr  1911f,  Of COUntey2r.r i  no i  f  hrr  f r . r ivr  vJ1lvsu 
"J" outr  or  counteTa-,_.- .  

"_J_ng to

take some products out of  the commodity market,  and putt ing them to the

grand. purpose of  meet ing human needs, part icular lv those of  the most

needy.

One such need is the need for medical  inputsr eg. med_icines,

pharmaceut ical  products.  And the scenar io would s imply look as fo l lows:

To do to certain TNCs, in casu in the f ie ld of  pharmaceut ical  produc-

Li nn rrh:f cnrrornll lantS haVe SOmeti-meS d_One tO the CorreSpOndi-nE natiOnal

corporat ions:  to gfobal- ize then, as opposed to nat ional ize.  r f  the wHO

as an inte"go.r"rnmenta-L corporat ion can coord- inate af l  heal th services

in the wor ld.  in the gigant ic enterpr ise of  control l ing epid_enic d- is-

eases'  i t  could afso coordinate the prod-uct ion and market ing of  pharma-

ceut icals i f  i t  were abfe to combine control-  wi th f lexibi l i ty .  The goal

would" be, of  cor.rrse,  to make avai l -able af-L over the worfd. ,  gener ic

nrodur: ts of  tha basic k indS now wel ' l  l is tcd hrr  Lfu^ lNrnm^D n-,r  r rNf nOusu vJ Yvttv,  u l \v Ln! ai tq ut ! t !v,

nt,  a.  nr . i .o (n even almost for  f ree) that  evcrwhodw can:f fnrd-LLvv/ urrau svsrJUvuJ vsrf  af IUIq.

Another goal  vould be to seL up for pharmaceut icals global  research

eenters- f .herphrr  a lso denr iv ' ins" the TNCs in th is f ie ld of  the ars"rmeni
- - rv 

*+ 6wuurl  u

that they have to charge much for the products in ord.er to und.erwrile

the erpenses of devefoping new prod-ucts.  Tf this can be d-one in the

fieid of nuclear enerry why not also in the field of med-icine to bene-

f  i  t  nonnl  a mA?6 zl  ' i  ran * l  rz ?



-7 -

Who would be against, who would- be in favour of such an

arrangement - in other r,rord-s, who are to fose and who to gain? ln the

first run the TNCs in the field. - today not very popular because

nf the mA.nv cor ' r?t  ca scs i ' rst ' i  f  i  a.hl  w a.nd i r rst ' i  e i  e h lw trrou,c"ht  a.o:  i .nstvrv46rr

them - but later on they Inay see their chances as local branches of

a g1oba1 corporat ion.  Against  would al-so be people who can wel l -  af ford

the products produced und.er the present system and who would be -

cnma4imao r i  ml.r* l  t f  hr :nds nlndlna|  nnf nnlrr  r rnr laz.ovruvurrusD r16rrvr /  -  SUSpICI-Ol- ls C,

governmental auspices but intergovernmental auspices at ihat. Covern-

rnents closely l inked to such circ les would art iculate their  concerns

and. transfate them into pol i t ical  opp.rsi t ion or non-act ion.

In favour would be more progressj-ve governments, potent ial ly

a substantial part of the goverrunentaf nachinery and that more compfex

ent i ty,  the people of al- l -  the world. .  l lut  "peoples" here stand for

someth' inr"  not  r ret  epysta. l l  iz ,cd j " f^  c ar i  nn f f i^11rq 
-  for  i  f  i .hcw wefe

crystall ized- they woufd usually be rich enough to afford- medicines

prod"uced in other ways. Inrrprogressiverr  countr ies there are mobi l iza-

t ion mechanisms for these peopfe,  thr :ugh the party,  the mi l i tary,

the church -  but  in these cases that government,  might l ike i tsel f  to

uld-ertake thls enterpri-se among other things to stand- as a benefactor

f lor  l ,he neon- l  es l - iberated fronr the nrcseni ,  srrstpm r^r ' i  th i  r ,s ner" l rer .se

effects among the poor in poor countr ies.

This means that the power situation is more arnblguous than

u-nder the preced- ing scenar io.  I t  a lso means that the role of  the inter-

r"owernmenta, l  swstem to start  wi th has to be as a.dvisor l -or  nros'ressive

governments rrov-Lng in th is d" i recbion, and that is afready taking place.

But that  ro le coufd be enlarged by s imply start ing prod-uct ion or by

having a head.cluarters somewhere in Geneva, as opposed to Basel? that

could coordinate such efforts and. later develop i-nto a more fuJ-ly

fledged g1oba1 corporation. Governments could then ad-here to the

sr:heme as therr  w^--  ^-r  +Li^ "^r ld ,ora.dla. l ' l  r r  radrrr :e tho scnne for theDurrgr l rg 4D urrgJ w@Ir u t  4rru vrrrD wv4ru 6rauq@rrJ !Eu4v9 urfs DvupE r

act iv i t ies of the present systerr -  a system part icular ly d-el-eter ious

as i t  concerns one of huankind,ts most basic need,s.
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This thinking could. easi ly be extend.ed, to the f iefd of

nrndrrr : t ' ion nf  ctrr ta in foodstuf fS- a.mons of ,her 7 'cr .sons j ;n .or ia.ra.nt .ee
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of the carbonated. drinks corporations but turning the content into

something not yet invented that is both wel-l--tasting and- healthy

would be most useful - drawing on the talents of people in such

n^Tn^?Ai. inn< hrr t  for  mOre nosi f i r ra n ' r rnncaa T-.  the f iefd.S Ofvvr lv la t  
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clothing and. housing, and" material for schooling and simple trans-

nnrta. t ion a.nd cn-*."- . , .^^+;^-  -^+ tO ment iOn COnversion of  ener.Ar
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there would also be some scope - to conclud"e the l ist  of  the most

obvious mater ial  basic need-s. At no point,  howevero should this

stand i  n the wa.w nf  ncnnl  c I  s ef f  or t .s to t r r ' r rA sp f  is fact ion to suchvr} /vvfJ4v

need-s through focal  and nat ional  sel f - re l iance -  the corporat ion

would supplenent such ef for ts,  not  compete wi th them.

Obviously, such corporations would operate l ike the (more

or less) f rec sc:hool  ins swstem of most countTies:  not  on a rnarketvvf !vv+4rro

basis,  but  on a needs basis.  The products would be subsid- i :ed.

Fnr instanr:c- hw f .he trrnc nF wnrl  d t .a.x on Frnvcrnmcnts so mA.nv t ' i  mes

suggested, recenLly even by the Brand.t  Commissi-on. ( t r  by having

other gIobal corporat ions that could not but give prof i t  and. use

that for the subsidy, as is done by welfare state or iented nat ional

governments. One such possibi f i ty might be to global ize inter-

nat ionaf tefecommunicat ion, or at  least to put a mod.est tax on

it  as i t  is using internat ional space, a patr imony of humankind.

Another possibi l i ty would. be f inked- to the var ious Ocean Regime proposals.

One important argument against would be the danger of an

ovcrwhel mi nrn worl d hrrrearrr:rn cw ki I ' l  i  nr" a.l I ' i  n' i t ' i  ati-ve and in ad.d-it ion

standard.izing what should perhaps best be feft unstand.ardized. The

workinss of  the UN i tsel f  would.  somet imes serve to nndern- i  n that  +.m6vJ 
-vv
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TNCs how to run things more ef f ic ient ly,  f lexibly and smoothly -
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